Cutaneous T cell lymphoma with suppressor phenotype and function.
Cutaneous T cell lymphomas (CTCL) are typically malignancies of postthymic helper T cells which retain helper function when assayed in vitro. We have described a case clinically and morphologically consistent with CTCL, but in which the tumor cells unequivocally had a suppressor T cell phenotype and suppressor function. This case could be differentiated from other varieties of peripheral T cell lymphomas by multiple clinical and laboratory parameters. The increasingly routine use of immune phenotyping in the evaluation of malignant lymphomas will likely result in the identification of additional cases of this entity, which should be studied to assess its clinical and prognostic relationship to the more common helper cell CTCL.